
Aron Alkalai’s Uncle Solomon Alkalai 

This is a photo of my uncle Solomon Alkalai. It was taken in the 1920s, place unknown.

He immigrated to France in 1925. Then he left for Spain where he was a volunteer in the civil war.
He had anarchist views. He took part in the civil war in Spain. He wrote a letter from Spain saying
that his dream had come true. I suppose that his dream was related to the ideas of the civil war in
Spain. Firstly he went to France, because probably he had been persecuted in Bulgaria. He had said
officially that he would study for a dentist there. He was a very well-read man. He was also a healer
and helped people with natural remedies. So, he went to France and in the 1930s when the civil
war broke out in Spain he took part in it. Then he went back to France but he was sent to a Nazi
camp. He managed to break away and joined the resistance [the interviewee means the French
resistance during World War II]. In the camp he shared his food with the others and they all loved
him. He wrote about that in his letters. I also know that he was a vegetarian. The daughter of uncle
Mois, Bela, visited him in France. She noticed that the collar of his shirt was slightly torn. He sensed
her surprise and showed her how many shirts he had at home but he explained to her that he gave
them away to poor Spanish people.
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