
Aron Anjel In France 

When the Germans were approaching Paris, a phone call came to the house. Our ambassador
Behiç Erkin called and invited all the Turkish students. We were about 100 students, from different
faculties, there was only me from mine, we got together. He said: "The Germans are very close to
Paris, they are getting closer and closer. In this morning's newspaper I read that Turkey declared
war on Germany in big print. Did you also read it?" he asked. "It is hard to investigate this. Hitler's
army is 1,5-2 km.s away from Paris.. If they get here, they can round you up, send you to camps. I
will send you in groups of 12 with my limousine that holds 12 people to 40-50 km south of Paris. I
will give you other opportunities, money etc., you will see". The next day we met at 6.00 in the
morning as if we were going strolling or shopping for bread, cheese etc. The limousine came,
twelve people among us are pulled as if with a magnet, they jump in and go. These I think were the
sons of higher level people. We wait for the limousine to return. The ambassador also waits. It did
not come back the whole day. The next day I put 20 small cans of sardines in my bag. We wait and
we wait and we decide amongst aourselves that we will walk there. There are no vehicles or
gasoline. We took off.. It was June 14th. We left in the morning. The same day Hitler entered Paris
in the evening. The Stukas (German attack planes) are bombing everywhere on the roads
regardless if civilian or soldier so France will surrender quickly. All of a sudden you see the one
next to you, boom, goes down. The walk took 22 days. Everyone dispersed. I was left with a friend
from lawschool. When we were in the middle of the walk, we learned that France surrendered. We
were close to Bordeaux. We learned later that the fact that we declared war on Germany was made
up to boost the morale of the French army that was experiencing a crushing defeat, but we were
already on the road. Finally we reached Bordeaux and settled there. We stayed in Bordeaux for a
while, then we went to Perigeux that was not under siege, I stayed there for 2 months. We stayed
at the Paviyon Louis Mie. One-story additional sheds were constructed for the refugees. This picture
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was taken on the road to Perigeux, by a friend of mine, when I climbed a tree to strike a pose.

www.centropa.org/en/photo/aron-anjel-france

https://www.centropa.org/en/photo/aron-anjel-france
https://www.centropa.org

