
Vera Doroshenko’s Brother Yakov
Shteinand His Co-Students 

This is my brother Yakov Shtein (on the right) and his co-students at the Navigation school. Photo
made in Leningrad in 1938. Yasha joined the army in 1936. He happened to join the Navy. He
participated in ship convoys to Spain. They were taking the children out of Spain and bringing food,
bread and weapons there. Their ship sank and they were picked up by another vessel. At 22 Yasha
had all gray hair. Then he was on service in a submarine in Baku. When our army advanced to
Poland in 1939 their ships also headed to Poland in a detour way. When the war with Poland was
over he was transferred to the Baltic Navy. In 1940 the war with Finland began. This was his 3rd
war. The Finnish war was short but the frosts were very severe. The ships were to fire on the Finns.
The Finns were firing back and it lasted four years. After the war was over we rejoiced hoping to
see Yasha home at last. But they added a fifth year of service in the army. And there was another
war on 22 June. Yasha was in Leningrad, in the Navy and on the war again. He survived the
blockade of Leningrad. He was on one of the boats that transported the marines from the center of
the city to the open sea. He received the ration of 250 grams of bread and a mash of beet and
cabbage leaves per day.
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