
Vera Doroshenko, Her Sister Alla And Her
Mother Raissa Shtein. 

From left to right: I, Vera Doroshenko (Shtein), my sister Alla and my mother Raissa Shtein. Photo
taken in Kiev in 1950. I, Vera Doroshenko (nee Shtein), was born on 21 December 1921 in the town
of Zvenigorodka Kiev region. I went to school in Zvenigorodka, then continued my studies in Uman
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and Vinnitsa, and finished the 10th form in Kiev. These were ordinary Ukrainian or Russian schools
that I went to. There were children of various nationalities in those schools, we didn't care about
the nationality then, and we were all equal and friends. I was an active pioneer and later ecame a
Komsomol member. I enjoyed doing social wirk, like helping other pupils with their studies if they
were having problems, participate in collection of scrap and waste paper and study the works of
Marxism-Leninism classics. In 1938 when I was 17 and my sister Rosannochka was 18 years old our
sister Allochka was born. My mother was 43 and my father was 48 years old. They were very
concerned. They thought they were too old for having a baby. But we got a precious gift - a lovely
sister. In 1939 I entered the extramural department of Moscow Planning and Economy Institute. I
had a job of a worker at the metalware factory. After returning to Kiev I got a job of economist at
the "Melmashstroy" plant where my father was working. Chief engineer and the Party unit secreary
at the plant were Jewish, and they accepted me into their team, because they respected my father
very much. I worked there for about a year, then I caught cold that developed into pneumonia. This
resulted in heart problems, and the doctors again gave me invalidity grade 2. I couldn't work any
more and worked at home sewing whatever people ordered. I got married in 1958 when I was 36
years old. My husband Alexandr Grigorievich Doroshenko was Ukrainian but he respected Jewish
people. My son Vladimir Doroshenko was born 1960. When he was receiving his passport his chose
his nationality as Ukrainian. This was the time when all roads were closed for Jewish people. But he
still believes that he belongs to the Jewish nation. He is interested in their history and reads a lot. In
the recent years I've become closer to the Jewish community via Hesed. Regretfully, I don't go out,
but I read all Jewish newspapers and watch Jewish programs on TV. I always have matsa at Pesah. I
try to celebrate Jewish holidays: Pesah, Khanukkah and Iom-Kipur. Basically, I'm trying to lead a
Jewish way of life. I am 80 years old, but I feel optimistic. Life goes on.
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