
Bronislava Chepur’s Grandmother Chepur
Theodosia And Her Daughter Chepur Elena. 

My grandmother Chepur Theodosia (my father's mother) and my daughter Chepur Elena. His
mother Theodosia Tikhonovna Chepur was a cook for the priest. The family legend says that either
the priest himself or his son became the father of her children. My grandmother had 3 sons. They
all had her last name and were illegitimate. Their father (the priest) lived in the village and saw
how difficult it was for her to manage but he didn't support or marry her. I don't know where the
truth was, as I got to know the details from other sources. My grandmother never told any stories
in this regard. My father Dmitriy Chepur, born in 1906 was the shoemaker's apprentice at first and
then, when he turned 14, he went to Alexandria to work at the coal mines. Later he moved to Kiev
and went to the trade school. We had a photograph: my grandmother sitting with her wide hands
crushed by hard work on her knees and 3 young men standing behind her. They were wearing high
boots and shirts with high collars in the fashion of that time. One of them was my father - I
recognized him. My grandmother told me that another one was her son Fedia that died from
galloping consumption in the late 1920s and the 3rd man was just a neighbor. But my aunt told me
later that it was her 3rd son that disappeared during the civil war. People said he went away with a
gang. My grandmother was keeping it such a big secret that I never knew that I had another uncle.
He joined either the Mahno gang or the whites, or any of a number of gangs. My grandmother got
married in the long run. In the 20s - 30s many intelligent people were moving to villages. Anton
Ivanovich Bakaliar, a very nice man, happened to be one of them.
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