
Bronislava Chepur’s Mother Buzia Aloets
With Her Classmates In Jewish Children's
Home 

The Jewish children's home, Uman. My mother Buzia Aloets is on the right. Photo made in 1919
after her father died and her mother went insane. I have no information about the others on the
photo. My mother Buzia Aloets was born in Mankovka village Cherkassy region in 1909. She was
born in the family of a mill worker Mendel Aloets. From time to time Mendel went to Great Britain to
earn some money when there was no work in his village. He had his sister and her family and some
other relatives living in London. When it came to the hard times at home he went there to earn
some money and came back home. The name of Aloets probably comes from the German Alois.
This is a frequently heard name in the Austrian lands and Bavaria (nearer to Austria). There were 4
children in Mendel's family. He had two boys from his first marriage and (his 1st wife must have
died - I don't know anything about it), and two girls from his second marriage. My grandmother's
name was Inga. Their family was well to do. My mother told me that her mother put on a wig, a
very beautiful black velvet mantel and a heavy gold chain to go to the synagogue. She was a
woman of a striking beauty. And this was the only memory of their peaceful pre-revolution life that
my mother had. In 1919 a gang on the horses rode across Mankovka. I don't know exactly whether
they were a cavalry or just bandits. Their neighbors managed to grab Inga and the girls and hide
them. Tte boys were older and were apprentices in the neighboring villages) and hide them in the
shed. Inga was watching what was going on in their yard through a chink in the wall of this shed.
She saw her husband killed - he was my grandfather Mendel. Inga went mentally ill.
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