
Efim Bezrodniy’s Grandfather Abram
Bezrodniy And Grandmother 

My grandfather on my father's side Abram Bezrodniy and my grandmother - I don't remember her
name - in Kremenchug. My father Itsko Yankel Abramovich Bezrodniy told where our last name
came from. He said his grandfather's or great grandfather's real name was Emmerman. At that
time there were "catchers" in towns and villages. They grabbed 12-14 years teenagers to send tem
to the tsarist army. My grandfather was among those that got caught. He didn't want to tell them
his name. He said that he didn't have a father or a mother and that he didn't know his name hoping
that those people would feel sorry for him and let him go. But of course they didn't let him go.
Instead they sent him to the cantonist school. They wrote his name as Bezrodniy. This word means
"somebody that has no family" in Russian. He was a cantonist for about twenty years. Since then
our family name is Bezrodniy. This story has been told throughout generations in our family. I didn't
know my grandfather or my grandmother on my mother's side. They had been gone before I was
born. My grandfather's name was Abram, but I don't know my grandmother's name. I don't know
what my grandfather did for a living, but I think he was a handicraftsman like my father.
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