
Josif Kamhi As A Student In The
Polytechnical University 

Here you can see me as a student of the Polytechnical University. That was the former name of the
present-day Technical University in Sofia. The photo was taken in 1950 in Sofia. I am the fourth on
the right in the first row. We have some tags on our lapels, I guess they were on the occasion of 1st
May - the Day of Labor. On this photo there are many students from Varna, who had transferred to
our university. All colleagues of mine made careers as electrical engineers. In 1946, I graduated
from high school and started studying in the Polytechnic. When I graduated I started work in the
designers’ company ‘Promproekt.’ In October 1952 I had to do my military service and was
stationed in Dimitrovgrad. But after 15 days the commanding officer received an order from Sofia
that five people had to return to Sofia for a course in radio location. It turned out that I was the only
electrical engineer at the base. I went to Sofia and spent three months in the course on radio
location, which was taught by a Soviet specialist. Two more courses on radio location were
organized after that and I taught them. One of them was for officers and the other for soldiers. The
course was in Chepelare. I taught them for three months. Then I was assigned to head a repairs
workshop. There was a Soviet colonel there, who insisted that I stay on a termed service in the
military, and not on a permanent one. He advised me to write that all my relatives were in Israel. I
did what he told me and they kept me only one month at that job. The job in the military was not a
promising one. The technical equipment in my base was not good. We were given some appliances
to repair, but we could not do it because we did not have any modern equipment. Once a colonel
came with a device to be repaired and got angry with us that it was not ready. I told him that we
didn’t have the equipment to identify the malfunctioning part. He said that we did nothing the
whole day and we did not need equipment for that. It was not easy to explain to him that we could
not do anything without the necessary equipment.
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