
Maria Koblik-Zeltser With Her Brother Leibl
And His Wife Mirez 

This is me, Maria Koblik-Zeltser, in the center, with my brother Leibl and his wife Mirez in Liege in
1989.

My eldest brother Leibl was born in 1909. One of the things that I remember from my childhood is
saying goodbye to my eldest brother. In 1929 he finished lyceum and ranked top among the
students, having an exceptional talent in humanities – philosophy and history. Leibl wanted to go
on with his education, but he understood that our father wouldn’t be able to pay for it, as there
were two more people in the family who needed to go to lyceum, and besides my mother and I
were to be taken care of as well. Leibl and three of his friends decided to go to Belgium to enter a
university there. Father gave him money only for the trip. My brother wasn’t hurt as he understood
that Father did all he could.

The four friends came to the town of Liege. Leibl entered the Pharmaceutical Department at the
University. His friends also became students. They lived together in a rented apartment. One Jew
from Bessarabia found a job for them. They were lodging in turns at the electric station. Leibl
managed to graduate from the institute and began to work. I remember how my parents rejoiced
when he sent them his first salary.

In 1939 Leibl, who had finally settled in Liege, sent money for Mother and me to come and visit
him. I was looking forward to our trip. First, we went to Kishinev. Then we left for Bucharest. In
Kishinev my mother and I went shopping and bought fashionable crêpe de Chine dresses and took
pictures. We went to Belgium from Bucharest. I don’t remember much about Belgium. Leibl met us
at the train station. He was so handsome in a dressy three-piece suite. We were with his fiancée.
From the train station we went to some spa and stayed there for a month.

In 1963 there was a joyful event in our family. Leibl finally found us. He had a nice and prosperous
life in Belgium. He came to us for a visit. Leibl looked so handsome, as if from another world, which
seemed a very thriving world, where there was no war, shooting, evacuation and famine. Leibl was
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married to a Belgian lady called Mirez. He had a big family. Leibl was a prosperous pharmacist. My
brother started to help us with money and came for a visit a couple of times. In 1989 I went to
Belgium to see my brother. He had a wonderful house in Liege. He was a happy old man with a
large family- children and grandchildren. Leibl died in 1995.

www.centropa.org/en/photo/maria-koblik-zeltser-her-brother-leibl-and-his-wife-
mirez

https://www.centropa.org/en/photo/maria-koblik-zeltser-her-brother-leibl-and-his-wife-mirez
https://www.centropa.org/en/photo/maria-koblik-zeltser-her-brother-leibl-and-his-wife-mirez
https://www.centropa.org

