
Maria Kozhushnyan With Her Family 

My mother Soibel is sitting to the right and my father Yankel Kozhushnyan is next to her. I am
standing on his right. My brother Abram is standing behind us. The picture was taken in Rezina in
1936 to be sent to my brother Leibl in Belgium.

I had a wonderful childhood. My mother was deeply immersed in looking after me and taking care
of the house. Father loved me very much as well. In spite of the fact that there were four children
in the family, I was raised as an only child, because my siblings were much older than I was. They
were interested in other things, but it didn’t mean that they didn’t care for me. They treated me
very well, even pampering me sometimes. I didn’t see them very often. When I got a little older
they left Rezina to continue their education.

One of the things that I remember from my childhood is saying goodbye to my eldest brother. In
1929 he finished lyceum and ranked top among the students, having an exceptional talent in
humanities – philosophy and history. Leibl wanted to go on with his education, but he understood
that our father wouldn’t be able to pay for it, as there were two more people in the family who
needed to go to lyceum, and besides my mother and I were to be taken care of as well. Leibl and
three of his friends decided to go to Belgium to enter a university there. Father gave him money
only for the trip. My brother wasn’t hurt as he understood that Father did all he could. The four
friends came to the town of Liege. Leibl entered the Pharmaceutical Department at the University.
His friends also became students. They lived together in a rented apartment

My elder brother Abram, who was then living in Rezina, became an active member of an
underground Komsomol organization. In Iasi, where he studied at the university, he was seeing a
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girl and when her parents insisted on the wedding, Abram rejected his bride. He was totally
devoted to Communism and reckoned that he couldn’t be tied with a nuptial knot. Mother was
really worried and shed a lot of tears because of that. Abram was arrested a couple of times, but he
didn’t stay in prison for a long time. He was released in a couple of months. He was banned from
living in Rezina after he graduated from university, because our town was a frontier one, and the
Soviet Union was on the opposite bank of the Dniestr. When Abram graduated from university he
began to work for a law firm in Kishinev. Then he moved to a little town close to Bucharest. 
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