
The Ishakh Family In A Restaurant In Ruse 

Here my husband and I celebrate someone's birthday, but I don't remember whose. I only
remember it was in 2004. And, as you can see from the picture, we like having fun even at our age.
My husband is in the center and I am second from left with the brown coat.  

If I have to express my personal opinion of the historical date of 10th November 1989, I would
rather say I am satisfied with the changes. I feel freer than before, my family also enjoys the new
social conditions. After the changes, I, as all other Jews of my age, received the three installments
of the aid from the Swiss Fund. It is no secret that both my daughters have their jobs, and both my
sisters immigrated to Israel where they feel comfortable.

This is the one side of the coin, though. On the other hand, I don’t’ like the economic changes that
took place after democracy was established in Bulgaria. Unemployment, poverty and discontent –
that were the seeds of democracy here. Before 1989, everybody had a job, the society was calm,
everybody could build his own home. My family was even in the possession of a plot of land where
we grew okra and grapes for making wine.

This unemployment has affected the other part of my family: my grandson [Sonia’s son] is jobless,
so is my daughter-in-law. It is paradoxical how we reached to a situation when my husband and I
have to help them out with money from our pensions; to help them with our advice and to take
care of them.
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