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These are my dear parents Rashel and David Levi on their wedding day in 1929 in Vidin. | was born
a year later and my sister Ester Fintsi (nee Levi) was born two years after me.

My parents have different origin. My father David Avram Levi (1898 - 1969) is a Sephardi Jew born
in Vidin [port city on the right bank of the Danube in Bulgaria, 220 km. away from Sofia]. My
mother Rashel Avram Levi (nee Benjosef, 1899 - 1975) was also born here, but she is half
Ashkenazi Jew. That is, her mother, my grandmother Ester, whose family name | do not know,
moved from Germany to Bulgaria due to reasons unknown to me. My father was a middleman and
my mother - a housewife. | know for sure that during the Holocaust Daddy was in the Jewish
concentration camp in Somovit (on the Danube River). But he never told me particulars. So | have a
sister - Ester David Fintsi (nee Levi), who is five years older than me. She was born in 1925 in Vidin.
She lives in Sofia now and she worked as a clerk. She has two daughters: Madlena and Sheli Fintsi,
who also live in Sofia.


https://www.centropa.org/en/photo/wedding-photo-rashel-and-david-levi
https://www.centropa.org

Q centropa www.centropa.org/en/photo/wedding-photo-rashel-and-david-levi

At home we always spoke in Bulgarian and in Ladino. We spoke both languages at the same time
very rarely (maybe when | was a child) - for example, my father or my mother would say something
in Ladino, and | would answer in Bulgarian or vice versa. Of course, before | started school | spoke
to my peers in Ladino, since we lived in the Jewish neighborhood, Kale. The truth is that the times
were different then. | mean, there were not so many mixed marriages between Jews and
Bulgarians. Nowadays, the first language children learn is the Bulgarian. At those times my parents
and the parents of all children | knew were Sephardi. So, our mother tongue was Ladino. We spoke
it at home and outside, we also used it in the Jewish school, because we were all Jewish children
from Sephardi families and it was the language closest to us.
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