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Grigoriy Kagan With His Son Igor And
Grandsons Luka And Grigoriy

These are the men of our family. From left to right: my younger son Igor, his son Luka, | and my

grandson Grigoriy, Oleg's son. This photo was taken in St. Peterburg , when | visited my son on
11th September 2001.

In 1963 | divorced Maria. | left her everything we had in Arkhangelsk. My sons studied at school.
They stayed with Maria. | left Arkhangelsk having just one small suitcase. | went to my parents in
Kiev. | was 43 and had to start life anew.

| kept in touch with my sons in Arkhangelsk. My older son Oleg wanted to enter the Aviation
College in Tomsk, but he failed the exams. Oleg was rather upset. He arrived in Kiev. The situation
was critical. If he did not enter a higher educational institution he was to be regimented to the
army. | called my friend, the dean of Mechanical Faculty of the Arkhangelsk Forestry College. They
admitted Oleg without exams. After finishing the college he worked as chief of the department of
urban and rural young people in the regional Komsomol committee in Arkhangelsk. He went on
frequent business trips. Oleg was married. His wife did not like it that Oleg was away from home a
lot. She left Oleg and remarried. The regional committee declared they could not tolerate that Oleg
had divorced. However, they helped him to get a job at the gas department of the town. He was a
smart guy and it didn't take long before he was promoted to chief of the department. Before
getting married again Oleg asked me whether | agreed if he took his wife's surname of Bykov. |
knew he would have a more difficult life with the surname of Kagan. Oleg and his wife Vera have
three children: daughters Oksana, born in 1971, Yulia, born in 1975, and son Grigoriy, born in 1977.
By the way, | helped my grandson Grigoriy to move to Israel in 2001. He asked my permission to
take my surname. There are two Grigoriy Kagans now: my grandson and I. He writes me letters
addressing me: 'To Grigoriy Kagan from Grigoriy Kagan'. He works as a driver and prepares to the
exams to confirm his qualification.
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| helped my younger son Igor to enter the Mechanic and Mathematic Faculty of Leningrad
University. He finished his studies with honors and got a job assignment to be a lecturer on
mathematic in a college in Arkhangelsk. However, Igor decided for something different. He called
me to discuss something. He had a job offer from a militia office and this was a chance for him to
stay and work in Leningrad. | wasn't quite happy about it, but this was his life and he was the one
to take decisions. He accepted this job offer and became a militiaman. He was promoted soon, got
an apartment and remarried. My both sons married non-Jewish women and both changed their
surname. lgor adopted his mother's last name. He is Akimov. Igor and Ludmila have three
children: daughters Anna, born in 1981, Daria, born in 1988, and my favorite Luka, born in 1994.
Igor was promoted to captain. During Perestroika he quit the militia and went to work to a realty
company. Later he established his own firm. His company is doing well. My sons visit me in Kiev on
vacations and | visit them.
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