
Yuri Fiedelgolts With Her Granddaughters
Anna And Anastasia 

This is me with my granddaughters in our apartment. To the left is the elder one Anna, and to the
right is Anastasia.
The picture was taken in Moscow, 1998.

In 1960 I found a job in construction design institute Mosproject. I was hired as a technician and
entered evening department of Moscow Engineering and Construction University, Civilian and
Industrial Construction.

I cannot say that the university studies gave me a lot from the standpoint of professional skills, but
I acquired the latter in practice, working at the institute. I was well up in calculations and models.
At any rate I obtained a diploma and had worked for the design institute Mosproject 1961, and
retired in 1989.

My son Mikhail married his colleague, Olga Krylatskikh. They have a happy living. I have two
granddaughters. The elder one Anna was born in born in 1989, and younger Anastasia was born in
1991.

I have been writing since childhood, first verses, then prose, but I did not find it important. I started
doing it professionally (if I can say that) after I retired in 1989.
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There was a literary institution Magistral in Moscow [literary institution Magistral was founded in
Moscow in the 1960s and united officially unrecognized poets and writers, whose works were
unpublished by state publishers], Poet Grigoriy Levin was at the lead.

He was an erudite. I was involved in work for this institution. I met many poets and writers. Then I
took to writing more seriously. I write about the past and the present. My works were published in
different collection of stories and magazines. I wrote reminiscences of my camp life the collection
of stories "Still a Burden", published in 2004 in Moscow with assistance of the compiler.

I still keep on writing and I would like to get as much publications as possible. Literature appeals to
me. I do not find it interesting just to enjoy my life of the pensioner. I would like to do something.

As for the Jewry, I have always identified myself as Jew and will remain a Jew till the end of my
days, especially is there are anti-Semitists.

When I am invited to hold a speech, I always recite my verses dedicated to the Jewish theme.
Jewish people are heroic. Each member of the tribe takes a credit that the peoples have survived
under such hard conditions.

A person becomes Jew at birth and remains a Jew for good. Jews did not just manage to ascertain,
they also became the pride of the nation, which hosted and despised them.

In 1989 another organization was founded Memorial. It united the victims of repressions, both
Stalin's and fascists. I have taken an active part in Memoria since its foundation, since its first
Memorial conference.

I was a coordinator of Memorial of our district. There are some interesting personalities among the
former repressed. I meet with them. So I have a wide circle of acquaintances and a wide range of
interests.

I do not work for Jewish organizations. I think that Jewry is personal, it is mine and I do not want to
make out of it the source of welfare. I go to synagogue, not as often as I would like to because of
my poor health. I am happy to go there whenever I can.

I do not go there only on holidays, even when my soul is looking for it. I like to take part in that
sacrament. Each visit to the synagogue is joyful for me.

I have determined main principles during my long life. I think that a human being should have a
moral, conscience no matter what filth he had to dip in. He should come out of it with honor. I do
not know how well I did, all I know that thanks God I did not do mean things to anybody, did not
betray and slander.

As for my belief in God, I think that there is one God, there is a supreme benignity, supreme kind,
which we cannot recognize ourselves and find out about its intentions. It can cast us hither or
thither. I know it very well. Everybody will be rewarded in accordance with his deeds.
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