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Israel Shlifer’s Aunts Esther Shlifer,
Nechama Shlifer Anhd Bertha Medzievich
With Her Daughter

My father's sisters, from left to right: Esther, Nechama and Bertha. Bertha's daughter is between
them. The photo was taken in Tashkent in 1931 to be sent to their family in Kiev.

My father had four younger sisters: Esther, born in 1900, Bertha, born in 1902, Nechama, born in
1904, and Bluma, born in 1906. All girls were taught Jewish traditions and holidays and were raised
to become housewives and housekeepers. All children accepted the Soviet power. They went to a
Russian school and gave up religion as vestige of the past. In early 1920s my father's sisters joined
Komsomol. Bertha, Nechama and Esther went to work at a communist construction site in
Tashkent, the capital of Uzbekistan in Central Asia [about 3200 km from Kiev]. They lived their life
there. Esther became a doctor. She got married and her children Yuliy and Sophia got a higher
education. Yuliy lives in St. Petersburg and Sophia and her family moved to Israel in 1990. Bertha,
affectionately called Busia at home, became an economist. Her husband Medzievich, a Jewish man,
was a doctor and was at the front during the Great Patriotic War. He was wounded and stayed in a
frontline hospital. Their older daughter Sarra lives in Israel, Mila lives in Samarkand and their son
Lyova lives in Tashkent. They also got higher education. My father's sister Nechama was single.
Esther and Bertha died in Tashkent in 1970s and Nechama died in Tashkent in 1980s. My father's
sister Bluma stayed in Rzhishchev. She became an economist in a book agency in Kiev. She died in
the middle of 1980s. Her son Yuri Rentovich lives in Germany.
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