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Frida Shatkhina

This is me when | turned seven. Our neighbor's son, who came from Mogilyov-Podolskiy to visit his
parents, photographed me with his camera. He liked taking pictures. This photo was taken in
Borovka in 1921.

| was born in 1914 in the Jewish town of Borovka. | was named Frida after one of my grandmothers
- 1 don't remember, which of them. My parents were religious like all Jews in Borovka. My father
went to the synagogue on Sabbath and on Jewish holidays. He had a beard and wore a yarmulka or
a hat. My mother went to the synagogue on Jewish holidays, like all Jewish women in Borovka. We
always celebrated Sabbath and Jewish holidays.

In 1922 | went to school. After finishing the four-year Jewish school its pupils continued their
studies in the Ukrainian school. My parents decided to send my brother and me to the Ukrainian
school from the very beginning. We were fluent in Ukrainian and had no problems in this regard.

I liked school. | made new friends: Jewish and Ukrainian. There were quite a few Jewish pupils in my
class. The teachers treated us in a similar manner, and there was no segregation at school. | have
happy memories about school.

After school | hurried home to do my homework and housework. Mama spent much time in the
store, and | had my home chores to do. | cleaned and did the laundry and cleaned vegetables so
that my mother spent less time cooking. | also had to look after my sister, who was five years
younger than me. And | also managed to play with my friends in the street and read a little.
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