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Laszlo Ringel

This is me, Laszlo Ringel. My son took this photograph and sent it to my daughter, Vera in Israel
where she lives now. Uzhorod 2003.

| went to work as an accountant in the kolkhoz, organized in Onokovtse in 1950. Few years before
retirement | quit my job and went to work at the souvenir shop of the Uzhgorod factory in the small
village of Seredneye near Uzhgorod. | worked with wood and later began to make wooden
souvenirs and design samples for further manufacturing. | learned drawing in the grammar school.
This proved to be handy in my work on souvenirs. This was work by orders and | could earn up to
500 rubles per month [The average salary in the USSR was 130 rubles at the time]. Of course, my
family was assisting me. | took work home and my wife and daughter helped me to glue the figures
together.

At leisure time | often went to the mountains to draw. | liked making landscapes and draw old
houses of Uzhgorod. When | began to work at the souvenir shop, | got another hobby. | gathered
branches and roots in the woods to make figures or candle stands from them - the shape of shags
gave me ideas of what was to be made from them. | only keep few of them - | gave away most of
them for presents.

Of course, | am happier than many others. Three generations of my family live with me: my son,
granddaughter and great granddaughter. They fill the house with life and | get younger with them. |
still like going to the woods looking for branches and snags. Sometimes | draw still life. | do
exercises and go for walks. My great grandchildren often accompany me. | try to do what | can for
the community and Hesed. | made a big Jewish calendar in the past in Hebrew. There are also
Russian names of months on it so that a person who doesn't know Hebrew could still find the date
of the holidays. There are sights of Israel on each page. It is also indicated which part of the Torah
is supposed to be read. 7 people are called to the Torah on holidays, fewer on Sabbath and on
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weekdays, and every time there is another section from the Torah to be read. Now | need to make
another calendar before Rosh Hashanah for next year. It's hard work for me considering that | can
only see with one eye, but people need it to be done and | enjoy working on it.
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