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Laszlo Ringel With His Son Mikhail Ringel
And Grandson Leo, At The Synagogue

This is me with my son Mikhail (in the center) and my grandson Leo, at the synagogue in Uzhorod.
This photograph was taken for the archive of Hesed in Uzhgorod in 1999.

My son was recruited to the army after finishing school. He served as a mechanic in an Air Force
unit. He finished a course of driving there. After returning to Uzhgorod Mihaly [Mikhail] worked as a
driver in the health center where my wife worked and later - in a fire brigade. Mihaly married Sofia
Yakovleva, a Russian girl. Sofia and Mihaly have daughter Yelena, born in 1978 and son Leo, born
in 1985. Sofia works in the restaurant built where the pot house used to be. When Hesed was
organized in Uzhgorod, Mihaly came to work as a driver in the Hesed.

| go to the synagogue three times a week: on Monday, Thursday and Saturday. People also get
together at the synagogue on Friday evening, but it's difficult for me. | cannot see with one eye and
it's hard for me to get home in the dark. | am used to walking keeping my head high, but now |
have to look down when walking. | am often called to the Torah - they show respect to my age. We
celebrate all Jewish holidays. | confess | haven't fasted on Yom Kippur for a long time since Lea
died. My family convinced me that | cannot do it due to my health condition, but this time | fasted
and | managed all right. Nothing bad happened.

Of course, | am happier than many others. Three generations of my family live with me: my son,
granddaughter and great granddaughter. They fill the house with life and | get younger with them. |
still like going to the woods looking for branches and snags. Sometimes | draw still life. | do
exercises and go for walks. My great grandchildren often accompany me. | try to do what | can for
the community and Hesed. | made a big Jewish calendar in the past in Hebrew. There are also
Russian names of months on it so that a person who doesn't know Hebrew could still find the date
of the holidays. There are sights of Israel on each page. It is also indicated which part of the Torah
is supposed to be read. 7 people are called to the Torah on holidays, fewer on Sabbath and on
weekdays, and every time there is another section from the Torah to be read. Now | need to make
another calendar before Rosh Hashanah for next year. It's hard work for me considering that | can
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only see with one eye, but people need it to be done and | enjoy working on it.
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