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Aron Pizman’s Sons Igor Pizman And
Mikhail Pizman
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My sons Mikhail (Ieft) and Igor (right) photographed on my younger son's birthday: he turned one
year old. This photo was taken in Mogilyov-Podolskiy in 1962.

My son Igor was born in 1952 and my younger son Mikhail was born in 1961. My sons were raised
like all Soviet children. They became young Octobrists, pioneers and then joined Komsomol at
school. We didn't celebrate Jewish holidays, but we celebrated Soviet holidays at home and at
work. We had guests at home. On 1 May and 7 November my wife and sons and | went to parades
with other employees of the plant. On Victory Day, 9 May, we went to the meeting with veterans of
the war on bank of the Dnestr, near the tank that was the first to enter Mogilyov-Podolskiy on 19
March 1944. We also celebrated New Year and family birthdays. We usually spent family vacations
at the seashore in the south. We sometimes bought tours or just rented rooms there.

My sons studied in a Russian general education school. After finishing school my older son Igor was
recruited to the army. He served in the communication forces in Subcarpathia. We visited him on
the day, when he took his military oath. After demobilization Igor returned to Mogilyov-Podolskiy.
He went to work at the plant as a turner apprentice and later became a turner.

Mikhail wanted to continue his studies. We knew that he would have problems with entering a
college in Ukraine. There was still strong anti-Semitism and it was hard for Jews to enter higher
educational institutions. The situation was better in Russia. | went on business to a plant in
Voronezh back in 1970. | liked the town and the people, and when it was time for Mikhail to take a
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decision, | said we would go to Voronezh. Mikhail passed exams to the Voronezh Polytechnic
university and was admitted to the Engineering Mechanic Faculty. There were no vacant beds in
the hostel and we rented a room for my son. My wife and | visited him in Voronezh and so did his
older brother. My wife and | also spent vacations in Voronezh.
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