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Arkadi Milgrom With His Wife Lilia Yarkho
And Son Igor Milgrom

-

This is our family photograph: | am with my wife Lilia Yarkho and our son Igor Milgrom. This photo
was taken in 1974, on our son's birthday in Kherson.

I and my wife arrived in Kherson in 1952 after the graduation from the Odessa Polytechnic college.
| went to work in the port right away. My wife worked at the at the motor repair plant. She was at
the incentive of the plant laboratory. She was involved in purchasing equipment and hiring
personnel. Everybody else was promoted, but Lilia retired from the plant as engineer after working
there for 45 years.

My wife and | have had a modest life. We lived in her parents' apartment until we received one.
We've never had a dacha [summer cottage] or a car, but we always spent our vacations nicely. |
often received a stay in recreation homes due to my lung problems. After our son was born we
often went to Odessa and Crimea. However, my favorite spot to spend vacations was Baku, my
sister lived there for many years. My wife and | didn't celebrate [Jewish] holidays when we were
young. We believed we were real internationalists. However, we tried to have Jewish friends to feel
free in our own environment.

In 1955 our son was born. We named him Igor. The first letter | was in honor of my father Itsyk. Igor
studied well at school. When it came time for him to receive his passport | decided that Igor should
not suffer from his patronymic like | had suffered from my name. In 1972 | officially changed my
name to Arkadi. It was very hard for me. | thought | was betraying the memory of my grandfather,
but really being Jewish caused me so much annoyance in my everyday life. After finishing school
and service in the army Igor finished the Irrigation and Drainage Faculty of Kherson Agricultural
College. In 1980 he married Alla Belashova, a Ukrainian girl. Alla finished a Pedagogical College.
She is a biologist. My wife and | had no objections to their marriage. We saw that they were happy
and this was the most important thing for us. We liked Alla. My grandson Dmitri was born in 1980.
He followed into his mother's steps. This year he has graduated from the Faculty of Biology of
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Kherson Pedagogical University. Although my son married a Ukrainian, he feels his belonging to the

Jewish nation and he has raised his son in the spirit of respect of the Jewish culture and traditions.
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