
Frida Palanker’s Cousin Maria 

My cousin Maria, nee Shapiro, daughter of my mother's older brother Ion, actress of the Kiev
Russian Drama Theater. 

Maria was very beautiful and talented. She lived a long and happy life. Maria finished Acting
Department at the Kiev Theatrical Institute. Before the war she was an actress of the Russian
Drama Theater in Kiev. After the war Maria was a producer at the amateur theater. Later she
graduated from the Department of Journalism at Kiev University and worked as a journalist for a
newspaper. She was married to Ostromogilsky, a Jew. He was Hero of the Soviet Union. They had a
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son Efim. Maria died in 1991 when she was 76 and was buried at the Jewish part of Lukianovskoye
cemetery in Kiev near her parents. 
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