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Frida Palanker’s Sisters Eva, And Genia

My sisters: Eva, born in 1924 on the left and Genia, born in 1927, on the right.
My sister Eva was born in 1924. Genia was born in 1927.

My sisters and other orphaned children were sent to a factory school in Sverdlovsk, Ural. The
sisters were provided for by the state. Of course, it wasn't quite sufficient, but they were not
starving to death, on the other hand, and had some clothes to wear. Both of them learned to work
on lathe units and worked at the plant manufacturing shells for the front.
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In 1945 my sisters Eva and Genia came to Chernovtsy. Genia entered a pedagogical college and
Eva went to the medical college. My sisters and | were happy to be together.

My sister Eva met her future husband Mitia Goltsman in the same hairdresser's. He was a very
strong, handsome, tall and a very nice Jewish man. They fell in love with one another. | tried to
keep my sister from getting married. | knew what it was like to be poor and wanted a better life for
her. But Eva said that they loved each other and nothing else mattered. They had a civil ceremony.
Eva finished medical college and began to work as a nurse at the district hospital. Mitia was a
hairdresser. They had 3 daughters: Rosa, Polina and Inna.

My younger sister Genia finished the pedagogical college. She met Israil Lubovsky, a Jewish man,
at this college. When they told us they wanted to get married my husband and | decided to arrange
a real Jewish wedding for them. This was in 1954 and it was not safe to have it at the synagogue
or other public place due to the punishment that might follow (get fired from work as a minimum or
get arrested and imprisoned for few years as a maximum for the propaganda of religious rituals).
We made a huppah on the balcony and the Chernovtsy rabbi conducted the Jewish traditional
wedding ceremony. Of course, our neighbors or just passers-by saw us, but they didn't report on us
to the authorities. They knew that it was a big holiday for us. After finishing the college Genia and
her husband went to Beltsy in Moldavia. Genia had a son. When he grew up a little she went to
work at school and study at the Kishinev University of commerce. She graduated from it receiving
the diploma of an economist. Her son was a very talented boy. He finished musical school in Beltsy
and then - Conservatory in Kishinev. Genia's son emigrated to Israel in the 1970s and Genia and
her husband joined him there shortly afterward.
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