
Frida Palanker 

I, Frida Palanker, violinist of the Jewish Musical Theater in Chernovtsy.  

When I was to go to the 6th form a 10-year music school was established at the Conservatory. My
teacher of music suggested that I took exams to enter this school. After finishing this school
children were admitted to the Conservatory without exams. I passed exams and was admitted to
the 6th form. This school was in Kreschatik street near the Conservatory. We studied general and
special music subjects: musical literature, solfeggio and harmony. My violin teacher was Professor
of Conservatory Bertie. There were 10-15 children in one class. I can't say that we were all friends,
but there were no demonstrations of anti-Semitism. 

I knew that Kiev Jewish Musical Theater was evacuated to Kokand. Before the war this theater was
located in Kreschatik street. I can't remember the details, but I met someone that worked at this
theater, and they suggested that I went to work in the orchestra of this theater. I was auditioned by
the conductor of the orchestra and was admitted. It is written in my employment record book that I
was "employed by the theater as a musician at the orchestra. 10 August 1944 ".

I also got accommodation. I had little experience to play their complicated music. A famous Jewish
composer Shteinberg composed music for their performances. I was rehearsing and studying a lot.
Performances in the theater were in Yiddish
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