
Alina Litvak With Her Son Ilia Antipka 

My wife Alina Litvak with our son Ilia. This photo was taken in our yard in Kishinev in 1955. 

We lived a good life. I earned well and was promoted to site superintendent in 1955. My wife joined
the Communist Party. After about ten years of work she became chief of her laboratory, a
forewoman and then shop superintendent. We didn’t have a car or a dacha, but we always spent
vacations at the seashore or in a recreation center. We bought good food and clothes, often went
to theaters and concerts. We celebrated birthdays and always invited friends and relatives. We also
got together with friends on Soviet holidays to go to the river bank or to a forest and have a picnic
and barbecue. We didn’t celebrate Jewish holidays, but we visited our parents where my mother
treated us to all kinds of delicacies: she was an excellent cook. 
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In 1954 our son Ilia was born. We named him after his maternal grandfather. Ilia studied well. He
finished the electromechanical technical school and worked at a plant. He never mentioned to me if
he ever faced everyday anti-Semitism. 

Our family benefited well from perestroika. My son managed to use his commercial talent. He
started from little and now he owns a big casino. In 1998 Ilia married Inna, a Russian girl, who is
much younger than him. In 2003 their son Gera, my grandson, was born. They live their own life. I
have little in common with my daughter-in-law, but my son helps me a lot. 
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