
Irina Herman With Her Brother Lev Herman 

This is a photo of me and my brother Lev Herman in Odessa in 1956. This photo was taken before
my wedding to send it to my mother in Tomashpol for the memory.

I finished the 10th grade in 1956 and moved to my brother in Odessa. There was nowhere to study
in Tomashpol. My brother worked at a plant and rented an apartment. I was living with him. In
Odessa I entered the Faculty of Economics in the School of Heavy Industry.

When I was in the 9th grade at school I met Yefim Rozenberg, a Jewish guy. Yefim was born into the
poor Jewish family of a tailor in 1937. We met when he came on vacation during his studies in a
Navy School. Then he went back to his school and corresponded. I liked him a lot. Yefim came to
visit me in Odessa and proposed to me. I wrote my sister asking her consent. She was a year older
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and it was a Jewish custom that older daughters had to get married first.

In late 1956 we registered our marriage in a registry office in Odessa and that evening we had a
celebration with our friends. In February 1957 we came to our hometown and celebrated our
wedding at home. There were many guests. They were Jews from our town. There was Jewish food
at the wedding: gefilte fish, chicken broth and stewed meat. Besides traditional food there were no
other rituals observed at our wedding party.
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