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Lyudmila’s Mother

This is my mother Aida Lvovna, still Golshmid then. She was a schoolgirl then or, rather, a student
of the well-known female Stayuninskaya grammar school. She was telling me about that grammar
school with delight, that there was good order there and, by the way, no anti-Semitism ever
existed. One of the subjects was the Law of God, and the Jews were allowed to skip those lessons.
There was one girl, who skipped those lessons with Mum and others, thinking that she was a Jew,
but it turned out later that she was a Russian. And in general there was no anti-Semitism in the
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attitudes of people with whom my grandmother and grandfather communicated. Anti-Semitism in
their circle in general was considered a shame. A person who showed any sign of anti-Semitism,
was simply announced a boycott. After the revolution, in 1924, Mum finished a school in Petrograd
that was located in the building of the former 1-st grammar school for boys in Kabinetskaya Street
(now Pravdy Street).

Mother and her cousin Abram Isaevich Zlobinsky entered the Leningrad University. But they both
were dismissed from the university - as persons of bourgeois origin. Abram became a journalist, for
a long time worked in "The Red Newspaper" and took a pseudonym Lukian Piterskoi. And mother
entered the Leningrad Institute of Municipal Construction Engineers which was then referred to as
LIIKS, and later it merged with the Institute of Civil Engineers.

Mum had two brothers. The elder, Semen Leibovich Golshmid, was born in 1902. During the Great
Patriotic War he was severely wounded and lost his leg. He died in 1948 in Leningrad. Her second
brother - Alexander, born in 1909, also was a participant of the Great Patriotic War, and received a
heavy contusion in the fights in Nevskaya Dubrovka. After the war he worked as an engineer and
designer. He died in 1980.
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