
Irena Wygodzka With Her Parents And
Sister On Vacation 

This is a picture of my family on vacation in Naleczow in the 1930s. There’s my mother Bajla
Beitner on the left, my father and the two of us, daughters, Zosia and I.

They loved each other, Father and Mother, yes, I remember this. They were very gentle with each
other. But Mother felt that Father wasn't energetic enough with us, or with the work he was doing.

Mother was always worried that she didn't have enough money. As I remember it, it wasn't so bad,
because we used to go on holidays in the summer with our entire family, there was a piano in the
house, I used to learn how to play it.
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That didn't last long, because I was lazy and didn't have good musical hearing. But I remember that
my parents always talked about being in debt. Father used to borrow money, possibly from his
brothers Tobiasz and Chaim.

Almost every year we'd go on vacation. We'd leave the city for at least a month, or two. We'd take
all our stuff. We'd go near Katowice, to Bystra, to Cyganski Las, sometimes to Rabka, always to
southern Poland, Silesia.

I never went to the seaside before the war. Our more distant family would go with us, too, and we'd
spend time there together. We'd rent cottages from peasants.
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