
Mirrah Kogan With Her Daughters Reeda
Malina And Lora Derrish 

This is me and my daughters Reeda Malina (standing on the left) and Lora Derrish (standing on the
right). The photo was taken in Odessa by Lora's husband in 1990 on the occasion of Lora's family
leaving for Israel.

My daughter Reeda was born on 14th February 1947. My second daughter Lora was born on 6th
November 1954. The girls were much loved. I did my best to make our home cozy and warm, like it
was when my mother was alive. 

My older daughter Reeda entered a machine tool college after finishing the eighth grade at school
in 1962. Upon graduation she worked at the design office of a radial unit plant. In a few years she
entered an evening department of the Faculty of Mechanics and Mathematics of Odessa University.
There were already restrictions for Jews to enter higher educational institutions.
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At the university Reeda met her future husband, Leo Malin, a Jew. They both were still students
when they got married. They registered their marriage at a civilian registration office. Reeda was
22. In October 1970 her son Alexandr or Sasha was born. In a month Alexandr was to have a
surgery and my husband also fell ill. Reeda left the university in 1971. In 1978 she got rheumatic
arthritis and had a few surgeries. Regretfully she became an invalid of grade I in 1985. My son-in-
law, Leo Malin, graduated from the university in 1974 and worked as programmer. 

My younger daughter Lora finished school in 1972. She was very successful at school and had all
the highest grades, but she didn’t receive a medal due to her Jewish identity. Lora was very fond of
biology at school. She read a lot and dreamed of studying at the Faculty of Biology of Odessa
University. At her entrance exam in biology she was plucked openly although she had excellent
knowledge of biology. Lora got a job as an attendant at the health center where I worked. In a year
she entered the Polytechnic Institute in Kirovograd where it was easier for a Jew to be admitted.
Later she got transferred to the Refrigeration Institute in Odessa and graduated in 1978. 

Lora married Igor Derrish, a Jew. They had their marriage registered at a civilian registration office
in 1978. Igor was an engineer at the refrigeration machines plant. They have a daughter, Valia,
who was born in 1979. In 1985 her son Vadim was born. Lora worked as an engineer at the
machine department of the technical sales department. 

In 1990 Lora and her family moved to Israel. They live in Netanya. Lora works at the import
department of the Delta film company. My granddaughter Valia served in the army and studies at
the university in Tel Aviv. She will be a linguist. My grandson Vadim studies in the twelfth grade. 
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