
Vladislav Rothbart’s Paternal Uncle 

This was taken in Novi Sad in 1930 on the Danube bank. Uncle Emil is on it with other family
members.

Vlada's grandpa and grandma from his father's side, Joseph Rothbart and Fanni Rothbar [It is
possible that the two grandmothers were relatives -that is why Rothbar is the maiden name of one
and the married name of the other- although this is not verifiable.] were born in Slovakia.[Editor's
note: Slovakia came to existence in 1993. In the 19th Century the later to be Slovak lands were
parts of the Kingdom of Hungary within the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy.] Grandpa was a butcher
and had his own butchery. Grandma was a housewife and was very religious, shaved head with and
wore a wig. They both strictly observed all the rules and customs, had a Jewish way of life and are
kosher food in the house. In Slovakia they lived a very modest life. They spoke mainly German and
Yiddish. They had 6 children, 5 sons: Maxim, Artur, Sandor, Juld, Emil and a daughter Kamila.

On 18th August 1945 Vlada crossed the Yugoslav border and came to Zagreb. In Zagreb they were
questioned by OZN [department for the people's protection]. 'What is your name?' 'Vladislav
Rothbart.' 'Are you German?' 'No I am not.' 'Then what are you?' 'A Jew.' 'How come you are alive?'
He told them his story. In Zagreb he had stayed for two days in the prison, till, from Novi Sad,
didn't arrive a confirmation that Vladislav Rothbart existed. In Zagreb, some time before he had to
be released, a journalist appeared. He was looking for inhabitants of Voivodina. Two of them
reported, and after Vlada had told him his name he introduced himself and told him that his name
was Zelmanovic. Vlada's and his parents were on good terms. He had taken him to his place and
showed him the list of those Jews who were coming back to Novi Sad. Since it was the month of
August, those who were not on the list, mainly never returned.

On the list was Vlada's uncle Emil with his wife and daughter. Aca Kekic, Vlada's friend was in
Auschwitz and he told Vlada that when the group from Budapest had arrived, he recognized his
mother. He told him that they wanted to take from her the child, Vlada's 10 year old sister, but that
mother didn't let them, and that later on they didn't insist. Vlada's mother was then 44 years old. 
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