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Irina Aizenberg

That’s me, Irina Aizenberg, at the age of 65. This photo was taken in Odessa in 1994.

| retired in 1984. | continued to do some work though, until our office closed down due to lack of
financing. | worked as a packing operator in a shop. When construction of a new factory building
was completed | quit my job since it was too far away from where | lived. Then | went to work as an
operator at the Scientific Research Communications Institute. | worked there for four years and
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then was dismissed when | turned 65. | haven’t worked ever since.

In the 1990s the Jewish life began to revive in Odessa. There are two synagogues in Odessa now.
There is a Jewish charity center, Gmilus Hesed, a kosher butchery and a kosher store. There is one
of these so-called ‘warm houses’ funded by Gmilus Hesed near my house. It's an apartment. The
owner of the apartment opens its door to guests during meetings or on holidays, cooks food from
products that Gmilus Hesed provides.

| went there on Jewish holidays. Older people get together there to spend time. | was there to
observe Sabbath some time. | met interesting people there. Now this ‘warm house’ is far from my
house, because it moved. | cannot walk that far and they send a volunteer from Gmilus Hesed to
drive me there on Jewish holidays: Rosh Hashanah and Pesach. My relative Boris Maslekh always
buys matzah for me at the synagogue. Gmilus Hesed also delivers a kilo of matzah for Pesach.
Thanks to this | feel more Jewish than | did when | was young.
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