
Hana Raitsykh 

This is my great-grandmother on my mother's side, Hanna Iosifovna Raitsykh, the wife of Lazar
Grigorievich Raitsykh.

Hanna Iosifovna Raitsykh was born in Astrakhan in the middle of the 19th century. Hanna was
completely illiterate, uneducated, spoke poor Russian, basically spoke Yiddish, but observed all
Jewish traditions very accurately. For instance, if they had meat for dinner, she wouldn’t let herself
eat ice-cream, which she loved very much, earlier than four hours after that. She was patiently
waiting those four hours, because any other conduct was prohibited. Hanna was a housewife and
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had a very imperious character. After revolutionary events in Baku in the 1920s, all the family
moved from a good apartment to another, worse one. It was a hard blow for Hanna, she fell ill and
soon died in 1924 in Baku.
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