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Etta Ferdmann

That's me, a teacher of the Construction College in Tallinn. The picture was taken in the teachers'
room in 1969. There was a teacher who was fond of taking pictures and he often took pictures of
his colleagues, including me.

When | was in the fifth year in 1960 there was an announcement for the students of the fifth course
to teach Russian language and literature on the islands of Estonia. There was a high demand for
teachers there. Those, who agreed to go there, were to defend their diplomas separately and have
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open diplomas, that is, without mandatory job assignment. The terms were attractive. Besides, |
wanted to try my choice of profession. | chose the island Hiiumaa in the north of Estonia and
headed there. | remember how my parents were seeing me off in winter time. | had to take a small
plane, where only ten people could fit. | was given a very warm welcome at school. | had work
there until the summer holidays and then | came back to Tallinn. | defended my diploma and
graduated.

My father helped me get a job of a teacher of Russian language and literature at the Construction
College. | worked there for 14 years teaching Russian to Estonian and Russian students. Then |
changed my work place for the music school at the conservatoire. | taught Russian language and
literature there. | worked for 28 years full time and retired. | had several hours of Russian with
Estonian lawyers. It was not a very well-paid job, but | enjoyed it. This year, | was asked to come
back to the music school. The really wanted me to be back. So, | am working there and | am very
happy as | find no pleasure in sitting at home.
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