
Paulina Keiner And Her Granddaughters
Alina And Malgorzata 

This is my mother, Paulina Keiner (nee Kleinberg) with my daughters - Alina Barbara Cahen (nee
Ziemny), the elder one, and Malgorzata Zofia Ziemny. The photo was taken in the 1960s on the
balcony of my apartment in Warsaw. My mom survived the war in the USSR. She and her husband
were taken from Podhaicy east at almost the same time as I was. In Russia my mother was a
teacher in a Polish three-grade school organized by the Union of Polish Patriots, and later she
worked in a kolkhoz on the Black Sea. In the USSR Mama split up with her second husband and
after the war, in 1946, came back to Cracow alone. After the war she did a nursing course and
became a nurse in the Healthcare Society at 38 Dluga Street in Cracow. That was where she
worked until the end; she knew the remnants of Cracow's Jews. Her love of Polish literature
remained with her until the end of her life. I remember her letters, written in beautiful Polish. As for
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my personal life, in 1948 I married a Jewish woman, Maria, nee Zipper, born in 1922 in Cracow.
After our marriage I moved to Warsaw. After ten years of marriage we divorced and that is my only
formal marriage. Before that we had two daughters: in 1948 Alina Barbara, and in 1954 Malgorzata
Zofia. I'm this Jewish family man, so even after the divorce I had a say in the upbringing of my
daughters, we had frequent contact, my wife didn't put obstacles in the way of that. Both my
daughters consider themselves Jewish. The elder, who studied horticulture at the Warsaw School of
Rural Management, emigrated to France. She lived in Paris for a while, and then settled in Metz.
She is married to an architect there - Gerard Cahen, who comes from an old Jewish family.
Although my daughter's family isn't very religious, they uphold the custom of celebrating the
Sabbath. They also go to synagogue once or twice a year. Alina has one daughter, who is married
to a Mexican. My granddaughter is currently expecting a baby. My other daughter Malgorzata lives
in Warsaw and is single. At present she works as a secretary, but she trained as an optician.
Malgorzata isn't religious, she doesn't go to synagogue, but she likes attending events organized
by the TSKZ. She has a lot of friends there, although she also has a lot of Polish friends, of course.
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