
Rebecca And Leon Uziel 

This is a picture of my father-in-law, Leon Uziel, and my mother-in-law, Rebecca Uziel. The photo
was taken in Sofia in 1912. I met my husband through Hakoah, in the sports club. I married him in
January 1943 in the synagogue in Sofia. My husband, Nissim Leon Uziel, was unemployed. When he
was interned to a camp in Gigen in 1943, I was interned to Pleven. Gigen was a camp for Jews.
Jewish men used to be taken there from February to December; then they let them go home
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because they were all ill. My husband was taken to Zvanichevo first, then to Mihalkovo, then
somewhere along the Struma River and finally to Gigen. He spent four years in forced labor camps
altogether. They worked hard there; they constructed bridges. They had to wade in water up to
here [pointing at the height of her chest]. Different locations, different rivers... There were only
Jews. A boy even drowned in the Iskar River. Our life was a great tragedy. My hair stands on end
when I think of those years. Could I endure all that now? I was in Pleven from 24th May 1943 till
October 1944. This is the reason I'm so ill now -I lived through very hard times during the
evacuation. I returned from Pleven to Sofia by train. I was pregnant at that time and gave birth to
my son, Leon Nissim Uziel, on 7th December 1944.
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