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David Treger And His Brother Fayvel Treger

Sitting on the left is my husband David Treger. On the right is his brother Fayvel Treger. They are
sitting beside the location where 8000 Jews from Zarasai perished. Jewish people collected money
to install this monument. This photo was taken in Zarasai in the 1950s. My husband was born in
Zarasai in 1920. His father Simon was a craftsman. His mother Chaya was a popular dressmaker.
She even had clients from Kaunas. Chaya had her own dressmaking school, and her trainees
worked in many Lithuanian towns. David had a good education. He finished a Jewish gymnasium
where he got fond of Zionist ideas. The establishment of the Soviet rule prevented him from
moving to Palestine. When the Great Patriotic War began, Chaya, Simon, my husband's sister Pesia
and his younger brother Leibl stayed on the occupied territory and were killed like all the other
Jews of Zarasai on 26th August 1941. This happened in the vicinity of the town. David and his older
brother Fayvel left the town with other Komsomol members. They joined the 16th Lithuanian
division. They were wounded several times and received a number of awards. Fayvel lost his leg,
and David had three fingers of his right hand missing. We were raising our children in the Jewish
way. Since their early childhood they were aware of their uncles? death. We told them about the
memorable, sad and tragic events of Jewish history. Every year on 27th August we took our
children to the place where my husband's parents died. Jews from all over Lithuania used to arrive
there: from Kaunas, Vilnius and other towns. My husband and his brother established an initiative
group to collect funds to immortalize the memory of the deceased ones. The monument was
installed thanks to Jewish contributions.
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