
Laszlo Spiegler And Colleagues 

This is me in 1965 in Budapest in front of the watch shop where I worked. I am on the right and the
other two men were my colleagues. I was the manager in this shop. When I came back after the
war, at first one could only buy things and peddle them. Well, I did everything to get ourselves
together. I was a very busy man, because a watchmaker was always needed. I had a shop of my
own here in Kemeny Street for four and a half years. Then they [the authorities] started to pick at
me in 1952. If somebody entered the shop, they asked me what they sold, what they bought. There
was a revenue officer and I asked him what it was all for. He said I had to join the co-operative;
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they hassled me about it. Then I joined the co-operative in July 1952. I left the shop. I had bought it
for 300 grams of gold and I had to leave it. There was no one to buy it. And then I worked in the co-
operative. My wife learned to be a typist and shorthand secretary. She worked at a company. But I
told her, 'Mum, don't go to work, I earn our living, and you don't have to.' But she wanted to go
anyway. I retired in 1971. Since then I help with the correspondence and everything at my old
workplace. When I worked at the co-operative I went to the synagogue during holidays. The
personnel director and the party secretary came because of a worker. I came out of the synagogue
and asked, 'Are you looking for me?' 'No', they said, 'but we were.' They asked me where I had
been. 'In the synagogue,' I replied. This was around 1953. I didn't deny it. And I wasn't a party
member either. I hated the whole thing.
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