
Iosif Shubinsky's Family 

This is my family, from left to right: my son, Boris Shubinsky, my wife, Chava Shubinskaya, nee
Fayerstein, and me. The photo was taken in 1970 in Kiev. Our son Boris was born in 1948. My wife
and I always spoke Yiddish to one another, and my mother always spoke Yiddish to her grandson.
He was a good boy and a good friend of his grandmother. He is a mathematician now; he
graduated from university, then finished some computer courses and now his work deals with
computers. He supports Jewish traditions in his family. My grandson Zhenya lives in Israel. He
graduated from Jerusalem University. He served in the Israeli army and upon completion of his
service he was offered to stay in the army. He has some rank there now. So my family is scattered
around the world. My wife Eva died in 1985. Since then I've been living alone. My son would come
visit me and cook. But gradually I realized I couldn't take care of myself any more. Then I got ill and
was taken to hospital. So, we decided to unite with my son's family. I devoted all my life to Russian
and Slavic manuscripts: Russian writers such as Gogol and Turgenev, Ukrainian writers,
descriptions of autographs of Ukrainian writers starting from the end of the 10th century and up to
the middle of the 19th century. I retired and began to study Jewish manuscrips. Before my
retirement I couldn't study them. But now I'm very interested in these things: I read the Torah and
learn Hebrew words. I'm very glad that Jewish life has lately revived in Kiev. Three synagogues and
a kosher cafeteria are operating; there are Jewish programs on TV, where I can learn the news
about Jewish life in Ukraine and in Israel. A lot of interesting Jewish newspapers are published as
well. It's wonderful that I can buy matzot any time I want. Sometimes a car comes to my house and
takes me to Hesed where I spend the whole day, listening to Jewish concerts, watching Jewish
movies and just talking to people who are spiritually close to me.
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