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Rehearsal Of The String Band Of
Zvenigorodka

This is a picture of a rehearsal of the string band of Zvenigorodka. The first in the left in the first
row that's me with a mandolin. The photo was taken in 1929 in Zvenigorodka.

One of my friends gave me a gift - a guitar. | wanted to learn to play the guitar very much, but |
didn't know how or with whom. So | began to learn it on my own and | managed to play some songs
soon. Then | met a girl who asked me if | wanted to buy a mandolin that used to belong to her
brother. He had moved away and left it in her possession. | was saving money for a pair of pants at
the time. So, | was facing a choice: should | spend my money on a mandolin or on a pair of pants? |
bought the mandolin. | had no spare pants, but | had a mandolin. | played my mandolin, gave my
guitar to my friend Kostya and we played together. Then we joined an orchestra and played with it.
We performed in a club, playing waltzes and other dances. Sometimes we even played outside, in a
big square and many people gathered around to listen to us.
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