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Marina Shoihet's Parents Anna And Pinhos
Shoihet

These are my parents Pinhos and Anna Shoihet in 1937 during a vacation in Kislovodsk. My father
ent to work as a forester when he was 11 years old. He worked there until 1911. In 1911 he was
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recruited to the tsarist army. He was in service until 1914. At that time the service term was 3
years and he was about to be released. But World War | began in 1914. So, he was in the army
until 1917. When the Revolution of 1917 started he was in Poland. The military were deserting the
army and my father ran away from Poland and came to his home in Stavische. In 1919 my father
became a member of the Communist Party. He served in the Red Kazak units. Their regiment was
staying in Moscow for some time in 1919. In 1921 their Red Kazak unit was billeted in Gaisin. The
military were accommodated in the houses of the locals. My father got accommodation at my
mother's house. They met at that time. My father liked my mother and he was spending much time
with her. Their dates were very decent. When it was time to leave my father proposed to my
mother to marry him in 1922-23 after he demobilizes. My parents got married on 26th August 1923
at the registration office in Berdichev. My father protected my mother form all hardships at the
beginning, he even didn't want her to cook and they dined in restaurants. Later my mother realized
that the fiesta was over and ordinary routine family life came in its place. Their daughter Rosa was
born in 1925. In the first years of their common life my mother did all the housework. They were
better off than their parents, and they usually had my mother's brothers visiting them and my
mother fed them up every now and then. Later my father got a job offer in Kiev. In the early 1930s
he became director of the Rosa Luxembourg Knitwear Factory in Kiev. He worked in this position
until 1938. When they moved to Kiev they rented a small room in Nikolaevskaya Street in the very
center of the city. They had a very happy life. My father was a sociable man, they often had guests
- his co-workers and friends -, and they often went to see relatives and friends. But then my sister
Roza fell ill all of a sudden in 1929. She had a splitting headache and they couldn't understand
what it was. She had fever for three days in a row and the doctors' diagnosis was meningitis. She
died within a week. It was a terrible tragedy. My father told my mother to go to study. He said to
her that she was still young and that she always wanted to study. She had her graduation
certificate and a certificate confirming that she finished one year at the Medical Institute. She
submitted these documents to the Kiev Light Industry Institute and was admitted. She was a very
good student and enjoyed studying. | was born on 15th August 1939. My coming into this world
was a great event for my family and all those around them.
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