
Marina Shoihet's Great Aunt, Hontia Reznik 

This is Hontia Reznik, my grandfather Moisey's sister. The photo was taken in 1916 in Gaisin. My
grandfather had three sisters - Hontia, Sheva and the third one's name I don't remember. They
lived in the woods not far from Vinnitsa. My mother loved to visit my grandfather's parents in the
woods. She usually went there on holiday in the summer. They made a swing for her and she spent
time there enjoying the fresh air. My grandfather's sisters had a great sense of music. They were
friends with the family of that timber merchant. They had an opportunity to read interesting
Russian and Jewish books. Besides, they knew quite a few arias from operas and my mother
enjoyed their company very much. My grandparents, my mother, married by that time, and her
brother Grigoriy, also married, were living in Nikopol when grandfather Moisey found out that
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bandits broke into his parents, Nuhim and Reizl Reznik's house. Five of them - his father and
mother, his two sisters and his grandmother - were in the house. They were all killed. This
happened in 1929 in a town near Gaisin. My father went there immediately. There was blood
everywhere in their house. They buried their dear ones. Only grandfather Moisey and his sister
Sheva stayed alive from all their big family. My great-grandfather Nuhim, great-grandmother Reizl,
aunt Hontia and the second sister (I believe, her name was Feiga), and the younger brother
Tsyunia died.
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