
Pavel Sendrei's Certificate From The Jewish
Primary School 

This is a photo of my certificate from the Jewish primary school in Zilina, dated 1929. Hungarian
was my mother tongue, because my father had graduated from the University in Budapest and my
mother went to a Hungarian school during the time of the Austro-Hungarian Empire. I had a
governess who taught me German. I only began to learn Slovakian when I started attending the
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first grade of primary school. After elementary school I enrolled in a secondary school. I didn't have
any problems with Slovakian. I graduated on May 25, 1937. As a young boy I was a member of the
Makabi, where we practiced gymnastics and athletics, and which was part of the Zionist society
Makabi Hazair . The members of the organization went on picnics, and camping trips where we
were taught dances, songs, Hebrew language and history. In 1937 I participated in the Makabiada
in Zilina and every year I went to the Makabi Hazair camp. After 1940 this was interrupted because
of the German occupation of Slovakia.
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