
Ruvim Barenboim 

This is a picture of my younger brother Ruvim Barenboim. The photo was taken in Kishinev in 1940.
Ruvim was born in 1916. My parents bought their own living quarters with my grandfather's help in
1932. It was a four-bedroom apartment, or rather the same kind of separate small house in a large
courtyard we had before. My grandfather was always trying to convince my mother that it would be
better to buy your own place and not pay rent when you're old. He had money which he received
from the sale of his home after my grandmother died. Also, Uncle Khaim, his son, who lived in
America, regularly sent money to him. Just like in the old place, there was a large courtyard with
several houses that were referred to and numbered like apartments. The owner was a Jew and
rented out these apartments to Jews only. We were the only tenants who bought an apartment
from him. All the others just rented them. I and my brother Ruvim also had our separate rooms.
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Ruvim finished school and went to work as an entry level worker for the construction company
where my father worked. In early August 1941 my father, Ruvim and I were evacuated. At first we
stayed in Kramatorsk where we worked for a month, but the Germans were approaching, and we
had to move on. Ruvim, who was drafted into the army in Tashkent, never went to the front. He
told the military committee that he was a builder and was sent to rebuild the city of Gorky. He
worked for a military factory until the end of the war. After the war he settled in Chernovtsy and
continued working in construction. He married and had a son named Yankel. Ruvim died in 1980.
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