
Elkhonen Saks' Son Touri Saks 

This photo shows my son Touri Saks in Tiberia, Israel in 1997. Touri finished high school, and then
the Tallinn Pedagogical Institute. By trade he is a music teacher and leads a chorus. Estonians
always loved choral singing. Touri has supervised big choral collectives. They frequently performed
in other republics and abroad. Nowadays the cultural life in Estonia is much weaker, and my son's
profession is no longer in high demand. He works with a Tallinn company involved in the sale of
books. My son wasn't brought up Jewish. He doesn't know Yiddish. His native language is Estonian,
and he also speaks Russian and a little English. At school he was sometimes teased because he
looks more Jewish, than I do. He didn't take offence. And now he feels Jewish to some degree,
maybe not fully, but he does. He helps me with all my affairs. He's interested in Jewish literature
and history. He is fond of Jewish music and owns a big collection of tapes and CDs by Jewish
performers. When my son was born I invented his first name, which is based on the word 'Torah'.
Unfortunately, he isn't religious. In 1997 I participated in the World Book Fair in Jerusalem as a
member of the delegation of Estonian journalists, writers and publishers. I represented the Aviv
publishing house and exhibited the books by Jewish authors we had published in Estonian. On
behalf of the publishers I presented one copy of each book to the national library of the Hebrew
University. The books arouse interest with those Estonian Jews who now reside in Israel. I was in
Israel for three weeks, traveling a lot and admiring its beauty and achievements. My son Touri
came with me. Touri liked Israel very much. Two years later he went to Israel again to represent
the company he worked with at the Jerusalem Book Fair. We often said that if there had been an
opportunity to emigrate to Israel about 30 years ago, we would have certainly done so, without
thinking twice.

www.centropa.org/en/photo/elkhonen-saks-son-touri-saks-0

https://www.centropa.org/en/photo/elkhonen-saks-son-touri-saks-0
https://www.centropa.org

