
Eva Ryzhevskaya 

This is me. This is my passport photo. It was taken in Moscow in 2004. In the 1970s mass
immigration of Jews to Israel started. People who lived in the USSR for the first time had the
opportunity to go abroad. Many of my acquaintances immigrated at that time. First I sympathized
with them, and I was happy for them when I found out that they got settled well. I wasn't going to
leave the country. There are some people who easily change things in their lives, but I'm one of
those who have a hard time even moving from one apartment to another. That's why I was never
looking forward to immigration. Now, it's too late even to think about that. Jewish life appeared in
independent Russia. I heard from other people that there are many Jewish societies that provide
significant assistance to people. I usually stay in. It's hard for me to go anywhere. I don't get
assistance from charitable organizations. I have a daughter who does everything for me. Fascism
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appeared in Russia along with the revival of the Jewish life. More and more young people are
imbued with fascist ideology. I think it's on a social level, but my daughter is sure that the fascists
would like to come to power in our country. Olga is a determined person, and she is not prone to
phobias. She isn't afraid of changes. She does fear to be without money or a job though. She
believes there is a way out from any situation. I think it's in her genes to be aware of fascism. She
knows that her relatives were murdered by fascists, and she is afraid that the fascists could come
to power in Russia. She is constantly trying to convince me to leave for Israel. Of course, I
understand that my daughter will not leave me. I want to die in my motherland. I don't believe that
fascism would be a driving force in our country, which had suffered so much from fascism. We will
see, maybe I am too optimistic.
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