
Roman Reznikov 

This is a picture of me taken in Kiev in the 1950s. I submitted my documents to the Law
Department of Kiev University in 1948. Of course, it was almost impossible for a Jew to enter
university. What helped me was that I was a good athlete and this was a point in my favor. Higher
educational institutions took a course of strengthening their sports base. I was told that my task
was to not get a '2', the lowest grade in the 5 grade system. I succeeded in that. But instead of the
Law Department I was admitted to the Philosophy Department. I graduated from university in
1953. My specialty was the history of philosophy. I was sent to Zhytomyr. There I had an interview
at the regional party committee. My profession was related to ideology and I wasn't a party
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member. I was a Komsomol member and I had to obtain approval of the regional party committee
to get a job. For the first time there I heard how they were discussing my documents behind closed
doors. The head of the propaganda department was yelling how it was possible to approve a Jew
for this kind of work. I couldn't get a job for a few weeks and then finally I was appointed as a
lecturer with the Znaniye [Knowledge] association. I was to give lectures to workers advocating
communism and the Soviet way of life, the most progressive in the world. I lived in Zhytomyr for
four years. I was an active Komsomol member. I was even elected as a member of the Komsomol
district committee bureau. I submitted my documents to become a party member but I was refused
for some ridiculous reasons. There was only one real reason - that I was a Jew.
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