
Lubov Ratmanskaya And Her Husband Lev
Suslovich 

This is a photo of me and my husband, Lev Suslovich. The photo was taken in Moscow in the 1950s.
I met Lev Susovich at the sanitary-engineering company. In the beginning I didn't think anything. I
was 40 years old and I thought my life was over. Suddenly he invited me to the stadium. I said I
was not interested in such things. He said, 'But what if I'm trying to court you!' I asked, 'Why would
you?' and he said, 'What if I want to live my life with you?' He was very handsome, highly
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educated; I could talk with him about everything. But I told him that I wasn't interested in married
men. He asked, 'Who told you I'm married?' (Before that he had told me something about his
daughter). I asked, 'How come you're single and have a daughter?' And he said, 'Different things
happen in this life.' Lev came from Volnovakha. When he was a boy he ran to the front to fight in
World War I. By the way, this saved his family. His father, a Jew, was a merchant of Guild I. And
only because Lev had fought at the front were they allowed to sell their house and his father was
not arrested. They moved to Donetsk. Lev studied there, but he didn't finish university because the
authorities suddenly remembered that he was 'socially inappropriate'. He worked with Bulganin in
Moscow, then he was arrested with all of them, then he fought at the front during World War II. He
worked at a company next to ours, and that's how we met. Lev courted me for 2 years. We got
married and lived together for 25 years until his death. He was always very caring and nice. He had
a daughter, Natasha. Her daughter Katya is like a granddaughter to me. Katya is now married to
Dima Shekhtman, who is a professor, physicist and mathematician. They live in France. But they
come here twice a year. Katya's children, Masha and Sholom, are my great-grandchildren. They call
me Luba.
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