
Chava Pressburger And Petr Ginz 

This is a picture of my brother Petr and I. It was taken at some studio in Prague in 1935. My brother
was born in 1928 in Prague. Our childhood was more or less the same. Petr was two years older
and I loved him very much. He had his bar mitzvah in the Maisel Synagogue in Prague, I remember
that afterwards there was a small celebration at home with relatives, and a chocolate cake. Petr
was a talented boy, and when Jews were no longer being accepted at high school, my parents put
him in a school named the Experimental School, in Nusle. It was a special school for talented
children where they were attempting to teach with not completely conventional methods. Our
parents thought that here his talent would take root and develop. But soon after they threw Petr
out of this school as well, because of his Jewish origin. My brother was always very curious and
Mother and Father supported education. Petr began to write already as a child, he wrote many
articles, stories and poems. He drew a lot as well. I was born in Prague in the year 1930. Since then
not much has changed in Prague, that is, modern technology has of course changed things a lot,
there are many more cars driving around and the metro. But as far as streets and buildings go,
they're the same streets, the same buildings, the same Vltava River, that I knew as a child. Both
my brother and I grew up at home. We started our school attendance at the Jewish elementary
school in Prague on Jachymova Street. I think that my favorite subject at school was drawing.
Outside of school we didn't have any private tutors, but we both regularly attended the gym, which
I liked a lot. My girlfriends from elementary school were in a similar situation as I, all came from
well-to-do Jewish families and our childhood was very happy. Besides my Jewish classmates I don't
remember any friends outside of school.
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