
Abraham Pressburger Taking A Walk 

This picture shows me on an outing in Ramat Hagalon in the year 1995. My father, when the
Czechoslovak state was created, once told me: 'You know, Heinz, the biggest misfortune was really
the division of Austro-Hungary. Really, Austro-Hungary, there were various nations there. They
could live together. It was a beautiful country. A large country. Why was it broken apart? They
could have given all nations freedom, autonomy. Each one of them would have led themselves, but
the state should have remained whole.' Really, Austro-Hungary already was that what Europe is
trying to create today, it was already half complete. And when Czechoslovakia split up, I regretted
it. It wasn't an intense experience for me, because I've been far away from Czechoslovakia quite a
long time, but I regretted it a little that Czechoslovakia split up. I had the feeling that it belongs
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together, why not? But when the politicians saw it differently, I understood and accepted, though
regretting it. In Israel we went through many battles. I was in a war. My daughter was in the Yom
Kippur War. My son was a parachutist in the war in Lebanon and now my daughter's son has joined
up. My Slovak citizenship was renewed in 1990, but to the question whether I would return the
answer is of course negative. But it's a good feeling. It's the expression of a certain reality, because
in a certain fashion I sometimes feel that I belong to both, to the Jewish state as well as to
Slovakia..
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