
Gyorgy Preisz's Class Photo 

This is me and my class in secondary school in Budapest in 1939. I attended four years of
elementary school at Pannonia Street elementary school. There were few Jews in our class. In 1932
I went to Berzsenyi high school, which I attended for eight years; seventy percent of the students
were Jews. My favorite subjects were history and geography; I hated mathematics. I liked Latin
because if one learned it, one knew everything. There were religion classes as well; a rabbi came
and he taught Jewish religion; and every Friday we had to go to Csaki Street synagogue to a youth
religious service. We went to the Klub Café and we sat outside, we didn't have to consume
anything because they knew that we were Jews and we weren't allowed to eat and drink. We just
stayed out there sunbathing. When I was 15 years old there was a Jewish association called Duna
Sports Club [DSC]. This consisted of three sections: tennis, table tennis and tourism. I liked all three
of them very much. We were in the club from spring until fall. When classes were over, we went
home, did our homework quickly, and were already off to chat, to play tennis or rummy or
whatever. We lived our lives there. Ninety percent were Jews there as well. There was no Jewish
life, we were just sportsmen and we organized DSC balls.
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