
Baby Pisetskaya 

This is me as a one-year-old. The photo was taken in Uman in 1925. I was born on 16th May 1924
and my younger sister Shelia was born on 13th April 1926. I have bright memories about the years
that we spent in Uman. We all lived in Grandfather Menachem's house. Daughters and daughters-
in-law helped my grandmother with the cooking, and my grandmother also had housemaids to help
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her around the house. I remember one called Nastia and another one called Asia; they were
Ukrainian girls. The family always got together on Jewish holidays. At Sabbath my mother baked
challah. My grandparents had special crockery for Pesach. My grandmother made ground
horseradish and cooked geese for the seder. I also remember that at the beginning of the seder at
Pesach my grandfather put the afikoman under a pillow and I had to find it. I was too small then to
remember more details about it. At Chanukkah my grandfather made little bags into which he put
golden coins and hung those bags around our necks. Grandfather Menachem went to the
synagogue regularly. I remember that he put on his tallit and tefillin when he prayed at home. I
was five then and remember that I stood beside him and kissed the cubes - tefillin, and my
grandfather kissed the edges of his tallit.
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